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A STUDY OF MASS MEDIA AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Rajinder Meerwal & Kawal Jeet
Research Scholar, IMC&MT, KUK

Abstruct: “Media” is the most powerful tool of communication for human. Media refers to mass
media such as print media, broadcast media, and the web media. Television and radio are
considered broadcast media while Newspapers, magazines and journals are known as print
media and news on internet, is the part of web media. The media is an important source of
information through its news segments, entertainment and allows for exchange of ideas,
suggestions and comments. The Main work of media is to inform the people. Today mass media
has become an integral part of human lives and it cannot be separated. The Latin word
“medius” describes a status in the middle and that is exactly where we can find media: between
two entities of communication. Media proves to be a boon. It gives us a platform to voice our

opinion on social and political issues. It makes the world a smaller place.

Print Media Contribution: Media play an important part in human as well as nation
development . Media means communication channel or medium, from the ancient time human's
new inventions changed the way of communication and before print invention they communicate
with each other through sounds, then they create their own language as medium of
communication. Print media change the way of human communication and text Print technique
was originated in China method of printing on textiles and later on paper before 220 A.D.
Johannes Gutenberg developed type printing technology with the printing press around 1439 in
Europe.

After invention of Print technique it gave a broader range of readers access to knowledge and
enabled later generations to build directly on the intellectual achievements of earlier ones
without the changes arising within verbal traditions. Before print, reading was often a group
event, where one person would read to a group of people and with print, literacy rose as did

availability of texts, thus reading became a solitary pursuit, printing allowed people to read texts
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and interpret them creatively, often in very different ways than the author intended. Printing also
changed the occupational structure of European cities and made jobs . Printers emerged as a new
group of artisans for whom literacy was essential. Proof-correcting arose as a new occupation,
while a rise in the amount of booksellers and librarians naturally followed the explosion in the
numbers of books.

Now in current scenario not only books but also newspapers, magazines, journals are comes in
print media and today Printed electronics technology can be produced on cheap materials such as
paper or flexible film, which makes it an extremely cost-effective method of production that
allows people to start their business in print.

Electronic Media Contribution: The telephone is a technology that has become an important
part of human life since it was invented in 1876 by Alexander Graham Bell. This invention has
provided us security and helped in emergency situations . Long distance relationships became
possible. The telephone has created a generation that has a strong sense for listening to the
spoken words and into a group audience. Today it is much easier to use a telephone to
communicate information for a business deal or an idea, the telephone is more spontaneous and
an efficient way to access information than writing or reading. The cellular phone and the
internet are a result of the telephone system.

In 1895 Gugliemo Marconi invented “the wireless telegraph”. He used radio waves to transmit
Morse code and the instrument he used became known as the radio. Radio was used to pass on
orders and communications between armies and navies on both sides in World War I. Today,
radio takes many forms, including wireless networks and mobile communications of all types, as
well as radio broadcasting. Before the advent of television, commercial radio broadcasts included
not only news and music, but dramas, comedies, variety shows, and many other forms of
entertainment

Agriculture revolution by the electronic media. The success of agricultural development
programmes in developing countries largely depends on the nature and extent of use of mass
media in mobilization of people for development. The planners in developing countries realize
that the development of agriculture could be hastened with the effective use of mass media.
Radio, Television has been acclaimed to be the most effective media for diffusing the scientific

knowledge to the masses.
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Today almost every house has television and there are about 50 such radio units all over the
country. With the main stream of Indian population engaged actively in agriculture, television
could serve as a suitable medium of dissemination of farm information and latest technical know
— how. The farmers can easily understand the operations, technology and instruction through
television.

Agricultural journalism is of recent origin in India. It came into existence just five decades ago.
It is now gaining importance, particularly after the establishment of agricultural university in
India technical information needs to be provided to the farmers at the right time and in the right
way, so that the productivity can be increased.

In the view of increase in literacy level to 52.11 per cent during 1991, print media has acquired a
greater role in dissemination of information on improved agricultural practices to the farming
community and also to inform the public in general. India has farm magazines in every state,
published mostly in local languages. Agricultural department also encourages the publishing of
such farm magazines particularly through farmers association.

The coverage of different subject matter by radio, television, newspaper and farm magazine are
almost similar with regard to agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry, agricultural marketing,
agricultural engineering and cooperatives. In this paper, an attempt is made to deal about the
importance of radio, television, newspaper and farm magazines and their effect in the field of
agriculture through sound communication.

Education : Many educational channels are there on internet. It is very convenient to those
people to learn from those channels. Like Spoken English class, technical tutorials etc. Media
contribute to a transformation in the cultural and social values of the masses. Media has brought
about a major transformation in the way people think. It has given them an excellent platform to
present. Media has given them an excellent platform to present themselves in front of world and
contribute in their own way to the changing world.

Writing blogs in the media world and practices like public polls and citizen journalism has led to
the achievement of a social control. The media has played a major role in positive developments
like the fight against racism gender bias, and world poverty, and spreading awareness about the
need for world peace. While India’s strong traditional heritage has always been significantly

characterized by the traditional roles of women as homemakers and mothers, the portrayal of
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women on television has challenged this ideal, and therefore cultivated a new perception of
womanhood for the Indian woman.

Aware and motivate people: Media enhance the general knowledge b providing us with
information all over the world. News, telefilms and documentaries revolving around social issues
increase a social awareness in children and develop their concern towards society. Media also
contribute to the enhancement of our knowledge, language and vocabulary through quiz - based
TV and radio shows, and the many programmes on history, literature, science, philosophy and art
and culture on channels like Discovery, BBC and National Geographic.

The development efforts taken by radio and television in the context of rural India need to be
mentioned. Some recent experiments in television have successfully helped in transforming lives
of the rural people. For instance, TV programmes on health, agriculture, employment, especially
those produced by Doordarshan, have created awareness among people and motivated efforts for
uplift men of the deprived in society. Programmes have inspired people to tackle illness and
disease and other problems in society.

Internet: After globalization People can learn about the Internet as a means of information.
Internet allows for anonymity in communication; the advantage of this is that people can freely
express their views on many controversial subjects without fear of being subjected to
harassment. Cultures have advanced economically as well because Internet allows for marketing
and sales transactions. Marketers now have a whole new way of advertising and selling products
or services.

Cultures can more easily explore other cultures now that the Internet is available. To learn about
a culture one can just use a search engine and quickly access information about the desired
culture, and not travel to the real site or read several books—both time consuming and
expensive. Furthermore, one can learn about the beliefs of a particular culture before
experiencing it or deciding to experience it. With the newfound exploration of cultures, cultural
uniqueness has decreased because people see there are other possible ways of living life. Persons
of one culture may like the way another culture does something and then start to do that
something themselves.

The Internet has been seen as a tool of societal and cultural liberation and empowerment. The

resistance and reform movements around the world in the present day are largely carried out or
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are supported by the Internet where people reveal their concern and involvement with them.
People know about Social media and the power of freedom of speech resent example Anna
Hazaare protest for JAN-LOKPAL and the several people spread it on face book, tweeter,
watsup and on many more social sides.

In our country India, where literacy level is low, the choice of communication media is of vital
importance. In this regard the television and radio are significant, as they transfer modern
agricultural technology to literate and illiterate farmers alike even in interior areas, within short
time. In India farm and home broadcast with agricultural thrust were introduced in 1966, to
enlighten farmers on the use of various technologies to boost agricultural development.
Conclusion:

According to Karl Deutsch (Political Scientist) , the process of modernization should be
accompanied by an increase of exposure to mass media.

Shaun Moores in his 'Media and Everyday Life in Modern Society' talks about the position that
television, radio or other electronic media like telephones and computers have come to occupy in
people's day-to-day lives and social relationships.

The role of the media now came under the magnifying glass, with different functions being
attributed to it by different people. For some, the interests of the audience were best served by
the media being objective and truthful in its reporting. For others, the media had to serve the
future interests of the people by disseminating revolutionary ideas. But there was one common
thing - the complete passivity of the audience. Although almost everyone could receive the
output of the media, most people weren't able to use the media to express their own views the
principle of freedom must be complemented by social responsibility.
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Abstract: Since its inception on 15" September 1959, the only public sector Television
channel Doordarshan (DD) has been the soul of Indian Television industry. Among all other
themes of the channel, agriculture has always remained at the epicenter for our public sector
broadcasting. That is why DD initiated “Krishi Darshan” in January 1967 for educating our
farmers. With the introduction of Cable TV, Niche TV Journalism was introduced in India in
1994-95. Having TV channels on many different genres, a need was felt to have a full-fledged
24 Hrs TV channel catering exclusively to the farmers and the rural population of India.
Recently “DD-Kisan” channel has been launched by Govt. of India on 26™ May 2015. The
present paper examines the awareness among the farmers about DD-Kisan and utilisation of
disseminated information by the channel in the district Sirsa of Haryana. The study reveals
that the farmers of this area are enthusiastic to have programmes on upgraded seeds,
pesticides, urea and advanced technology of farming etc. It has also been observed that the
channel needs to be advertised at large scale through Folk Media to reach every farmer to
make DD Kisan Bharat ki Shaan.

Keywords: DD-Kisan, Agriculture, Farmers
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Introduction: Television has a unique feature in attracting both the eyes and ears of the
viewers simultaneously. This feature makes TV as the most potent media tool in stimulating
new ideas and practices amid the masses. With this perspective on 15" September 1959,
India’s first ever TV channel Doordarshan (DD) was launched by the Government of India
from New Delhi. With a temporary studio and having a small transmitter, ranging 40 km,
Doordarshan geared up a modest beginning under the banner of All India Radio. Since then
imparting social educational programmes have always remained at the epicenter of DD’s
objectives.
Agriculture, being the backbone of Indian economy, was at the top priority among all social
educational programmes telecasted by DD. To fulfil this objective “Krishi Darshan” a 20
minutes weekly programme was launched in January 1967 for farmers to educate them about
farming techniques so that their lives can be improved. The major participants in this effort
by DD were Indian Agricultural Research Institute, Delhi Administration, Department of
Atomic Energy, the State Governments of Uttar Pradesh and the then newly borne Haryana.
Apart from this, another initiative for the purpose of social educational programme i.e.
Satellite Instructional Television Experiment (SITE) was launched for one year on 01%
August 1975. For this experiment, 2400 villages of six States namely Karnataka, Bihar,
Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh & Orissa were covered and another 2500
villages were covered through earth transmitters. Ministry of Agriculture set following
objectives for the development of agriculture by SITE which are given below: -

1. Creating awareness about market trends of agriculture and weather information

among the farmers.
2. To motivate farmers by broadcasting success stories of the other farmers
3. To make farmers aware about the agricultural organizations in their district which are
responsible for supplying seeds and fertilizers to them

4. Educating the farmers about dry land farming, animal husbandry and poultry farming.

5. To recommend practices for crops and their management and so forth.
For achieving these objectives, half-an-hour programme on agriculture was relayed for each
linguistic group daily.
While evaluating SITE, Planning Commission revealed that the success rate of SITE for
imparting information in the field of agriculture was 60%, animal husbandry 72%, and health

45%. The study also described that SITE has proved that in terms of gaining knowledge on
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social issues and creating awareness among the people, TV is the most powerful tool to make
communication effective. On the contrary Space Application Centre (SAC), Ahmedabad
highlighted that the programmes of SITE were incomprehensible to many viewers due to
inappropriate use of language in the broadcasted programmes.

Since DD had a huge potential DD of penetrating more than 90% population of the country,
the Central Government broke the ice with “Mass Media Support to Agriculture
Extension” in 2003-04 along with All India Radio (AIR). The scheme was propounded with
specific objectives of agriculture and allied fields as the content of the broadcasting
programmes which are specially focused towards marginalized population and isolated areas.
To make the programmes effective, top priority was given to the languages and local dialects
with respect to the regional areas for viewer’s convenience, by repeatedly broadcasting the
programmes at different time slots. Phone-in feature was also used to address the viewers’
problems more effectively.

DD being efficient with Narrowcasting technology began 30 minutes regional agricultural
programmes five days a week, back to back with Krishi Darshan programme, through the
eighteen Regional Kendras of Doordarshan as per the scheme. This became a major platform
for the agricultural scientists and experts to address farmers’ specific problems.

DD Kisan Channel

In the first decade of 21% century the trends of niche journalism became the need of time.
Lots of TV channels with specific tasks like sports, cartoons, movies, cooking, music, news
etc were launched. Since India’s soul is agriculture and “Kisan” being considered as
‘Anndatta’ a 24 Hrs channel on agriculture was considered as the need of the hour to provide
information bombardment focused on the farmers of the nation to improve their farming
revenues. In this regard on 26 May 2015 Government of India launched a 24 hours channel
named DD Kisan which is fully dedicated to agriculture and allied sectors, which
disseminates real-time inputs to farmers on new farming techniques, water conservation and
organic farming among other information.

DD Kisan is a 24 hours channel exclusively for the farmers and the rural population of India.
This Channel (DD “Kisan”) is an Edutainment Channel (Education+ Entertainment)
encompassing all facets of life of Kisan, wherein the Kisan or the farmer is treated as a
“Human Category”. Besides the core agricultural issues, the content of the Channel deals

with Rural Development, Health and Family Welfare, Women and Child Care, Water
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Resources, New and Renewable Energy. Environment, Forest and Climate change, Science
and Technology, Food and Public Distribution, Drinking water supply and Sanitation, Food
Processing Industries, Earth Sciences, Chemical and Fertilizers, Human Resource
Development, Labour, Employment and Skill Development etc.
DD Kisan is a Niche Channel of Doordarshan and caters to all rural
community of the entire country. To meet the specific needs of diversified
population of the nation DD Kisan channel carries varieties of programs e.g. News,
agriculture & animal husbandry, skill development & public awareness, entertainment and
film based programmes etc. This makes the channel very dynamic and
therefore its needs are equally dynamic. Agriculture and animal husbandry includes Khet se
Bazar tak, Kisan Samachar, Mandi Khabar, Prayogshala se Khet tak, Vad-Samvad, Jai Kisan
Jai Vigyan etc. These programmes also include the views of agricultural scientists from
various agriculture institutes of India. The entertainment programmes like VVah Chaudhary,
Mati ke Lal, Kadmon main Asmaan etc with local dialogue delivery attract the viewers. Old
Bollywood Films on DD Kisan reminds the earlier days of DD as well. Programmes like Mati
ke Mol, Albele Hathon ka Hunar are an effort to promote skills among the rural people.
These programmes depict the art & craft heritage of our country e.g. small industries of craft
handlooms, Kolhapuri chappal, crockery etc. These skill development programmes also
reveal the hereditary saga of the entrepreneurs, challenges they face from the modern market
and their efforts to keep their identity alive in modern world. DD Kisan channel has its own
page with over 12000 likes on Facebook. Apart from it, many episodes of the programmes
broadcasted on the channel have been viewed over 1000s times on You Tube. But still DD
Kisan channel is not a popular channel among farmers. So the intent of present study is to
examine the extent of awareness of this channel among farmers of district Sirsa (Haryana)
and the utilization of knowledge and techniques of farming by them.
Objectives of the study

* To study the socio economic profile of the Farmers

» To find out the reach of DD Kisan channel

* To check the viewership of DD Kisan channel

* To study how much time farmers spend on watching DD Kisan channel

» To study the choice of Audience and various programmes telecasted on DD Kisan

channel
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Review of Literature

A.K. Jhajharia, I.M. Khan, G.S. Bangarva and Santosh Jhajharia (2012) conducted a
study in Jaipur region, Rajasthan to investigate the awareness of farmers about farm based
radio and television programmes. The study was undertaken to know about the importance of
media. A simple random sampling was used as a tool for data collection from the farmers and
programmes broadcasted by AIR & DD Kendra Jaipur were selected. Awareness of name,
time and duration of the programmes of both the above said media unit was taken as
variables. The study concluded that the farmers are well aware about the programmes like
“Kheti ri Batan”, “Krasha ri Batan” and other programmes selected for the study from AIR
Jaipur’s content. Around 80 per cent are aware about the timing of the programmes and more
than 70 per cent are aware of their duration. Among programmes delivered by DD Kendra
majority of the farmers are aware of timing and duration of the programmes like “Choupal”,
“Krishi Darshan”, and “Kheti Badi”.

Ariyo, O.C, Ariyo, M.O, Okelola, O.E, Aasa, O.S, Awotide, O.G, Aaron, A.J, and Oni,
O.B (2013) assessed the role of mass media in the dissemination of agricultural technologies
among farmers in Kaduna North local government are of Kaduna State, Nigeria. The specific
objectives of the study were to identify the availability and accessibility of the mass media
tools to the farmers, among these tools which one is the major source of delivering
agricultural information to them and to analyse the effectiveness of mass media in the
dissemination of agricultural technologies to them as well. Random sampling was done to
collect the primary data through interview schedule. Descriptive statistics and Chi-square test
was applied for data analysis. The study found Radio (60.19 per cent) as the major source of
information of agricultural technologies and it is accessible to 46.3 per cent of the
respondents. Among the respondents 90.7 per cent were found strongly agree that mass
media was effective in the dissemination of agricultural information and it have the potential
of stimulating farmers to accept new ideas and practices and ultimately adopting the same.
This is a perfect example of Diffusion of Innovation theory of mass communication.

Mehar Singh, Meenakshi, Kuldeep (2014) focused their study on awareness and utilisation
of Krishi Darshan Programme among the farmers. The purpose of the study deal with the
availability of media at farmers’ home, level of awareness of KDP, whether the information
disseminated on KDP is valuable to farmers or not and how practically they are utilising the

valuable information in their fields. A case study of Gharwal village of district Sonepat,
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Haryana was done and 400 farmers were selected for the study with the help of stratified
sampling. The study indicates that Television among all type of media available to the
respondents is the most popular medium of mass media as 38 per cent respondents have TV
set at home. Among all 52.75 per cent farmers are aware of KDP and the ratio in adopting
and utilising the disseminated information telecasted in the programme is 1:2. Also 69 per
cent respondents watch the programme to enhance their knowledge and few percentage of
respondents watch KDP for entertainment. Their zeal of decoding knowledge from the
programme rises during the sowing period of their crop and in the harvesting season as well.
Jogender Singh, V. P. Chahal and Vidyulata (2014) identified the growing need of a
complete 24 hrs TV channel on farming and rural development in India. With this
perspective, the researchers conducted a study on various dimensions of viewing behaviour
of farmers in Haryana State. They selected Krishi Darshan Programme (KDP) of
Doordarshan as the programme has been successfully inculcating agricultural information to
the farmers since 1967. They tried to collect factual information on various dimensions of
viewing behaviour of KDP i.e. viewing behaviour status of farmers, awareness of time and
duration of telecast of KDP, frequency of viewing, preservation of information delivered,
discussions of KDP’s content by the farmers among others. By applying both multi-stage
random sampling and random sampling technique, a sample of 200 farmers was opted and
the data was collected personally with the help of interview schedule. The findings of the
study revealed that 53.5 per cent of the respondents in the study were familiar with KDP and
its broadcasting time and duration as well but only 21.5 per cent are its regular viewer.
Among all the respondents majority of the farmers were found discussing the content of the
programme with people around them but they never adopt any method of documenting the
content on paper or record any video clips for further reference.

Research Methodology

The study is primary data based. Out of seven blocks of District Sirsa, three blocks i.e. Sirsa,
Odhan and Rania were selected randomly. Village Darbi from Sirsa block, Odhan from
Odhan block and Jeevan Nagar from Rania block were selected purposively. Darbi is an
educationally forward village, densely populated with Kamboj community. The farmers here
are known for innovative agricultural skills with advanced farming technology and
machinery. Odhan village is located on National Highway No: - 10. The village is dominated

by Jat Sikh population having large size of holdings. The farmers of Jeevan Nagar village are

35
© Universal Multidisciplinary Research Journal (Online)



ISSN: 2395-6941

e Vol. 11, Issue XV — July 2016

ISSN No. 2395-6941
:’ Article ID # 1104 Website: http://www.umrjournal.com/

4 .
&  Peer—Review Refereed Research Journal

mainly Namdhari Sikhs, highly Tech- oriented and avowed to capital farming reputed for
production of various types of high class rice quality.

A sample of 100 farmers has been selected randomly from each village. Data has been
collected with a structured questionnaire and general observation has also been applied. The
core data has been collected during the months of October-November 2015.

Data Analysis and Interpretation

In this study the data processing and analysis has been done in Simple Tabulation form
manually which involves the counting the number of responses in each category for a
question and putting it into one way frequency table form. The percentage has been
calculated for simpler interpretation

Table 1

Educational Qualification of Farmers

Name of the Villages
Category JEEVAN Total

DARBI ODHAN

NAGAR

Up to Middle 12 47 33 092 (30.67)
Middle to 10+2 50 36 50 136 (45.33)
Graduate & | 38 17 17 072 (24.00)
Above
Total 100 100 100 300 (100.00)

Note: The figures in the parent theses are percentages

This table reveals that only 24 per cent i.e. 72 out of 300 farmers are graduates in the selected
research areas. Darbi village has higher literate farmers in comparison to other villages. Here
38 per cent farmers are holding graduate or above degree of education, whereas in Odhan &
Jeevan Nagar it is 17 per cent each. Agriculture has been found as an inherited occupation in
the research area and no female farmer was located.

Table 2

Age structure of the Farmers

Name of the Villages

Category
(years)

DARBI

ODHAN

JEEVAN
NAGAR

Total
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15-30 07 10 13 030 (10.00)
31-45 63 30 30 123 (41.00)
46 & Above 30 60 57 147 (49.00)
Total 100 100 100 300 (100.00)

Note: The figures in the parent theses are percentages

This table shows that percentage of young farmers between the ages of 31-45 is more than
double in Darbi village i.e. 63 per cent in comparison with other two villages which is 30 per
cent each. The percentage of farmers of the age 46 & above is more than 55 per cent in the
other two villages. From over all research area perspective it has been found that 49 per cent
farmers are above the age of 46. Only 10 per cent farmers, under the age of 30 years, are
adopting agriculture as their profession. It has been observed that 224 (74.67 per cent of the
sample study) farmers are living in joint families

Table 3

Family Structure of the Farmers

_ Name of the Villages

Family

JEEVAN Total
Structure DARBI ODHAN

NAGAR
Joint 67 70 87 224 (74.67)
Nuclear 33 30 13 076 (25.33)
Total 100 100 100 300 (100.00)

Note: The figures in the parent theses are percentages

Our villages are still holding our cultural values system. A perfect example of this can be
traced out from the above table as 224 out of 300 respondents, i.e. 74.67 per cent, are living
in joint family structure and only 25.33 respondents are found to be as a part of nuclear
family structure. The family structure of Jeevan Nagar farmers is still the joint family system
up to the extent of 87 per cent in comparison with Odhan & Darbi, having joint families up to
the extent of 70 per cent and 67 per cent respectively.

Table 4

Size of Land Holding

37
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Name of the Villages
Category JEEVAN Total

DARBI ODHAN

NAGAR

Up to 5 Acre 40 07 10 057 (19.00)
5-10 Acre 07 23 13 043 (14.33)
10 Acre & |53 70 77 200 (66.67)
ANAvin
Total 100 100 100 300 (100.00)

Note: The figures in the parent theses are percentages
The table explains that the size of land holding in Jeevan Nagar is on the higher side. This
may be due to values of joint family system still prevailing there. There are more farmers
with small size holding in Darbi village.
Table 5

Annual Income

Name of the Villages
Annual Income JEEVAN Total
DARBI ODHAN
NAGAR
Up to 2 Lakh 61 26 16 103 (34.33)
08 12 30 050 (16.67)
2 Lakh to 5
5 Lakh &
31 62 54 147 (49.00)
Above
Total 100 100 100 300 (100.00)

62 per cent of the farmers of village Odhan and 54 per cent of farmers of Jeevan Nagar are
having annual income 5 lakh & above. The 61 per cent farmers of village Darbi have annual
income up to 2 lakh. Size of small land seems to be the cause of this difference.

Table 6

Type of TV Connection

Types of TV | Name of the Villages
Total

Connection DARBI ODHAN JEEVAN

38
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NAGAR

DTH 19 59 56 134 (44.67)
Cable 72 41 23 136 (45.33)
Both 09 00 21 030 (10.00)
Total 100 100 100 300 (100.00)

80

70

60

50

20 mDTH

H Cable

30 1 Both

20

10 -

0 - T

Darbi

Odhan

Jeevan Nagar

Since every farmer possesses a TV set at home so the study was done to know about the types
of TV connection i.e. DTH/ Cable TV or both and it was found that the farmers of Odhan and

Jeevan Nagar have a close tie in terms of only DTH connection i.e. 59 per cent and 56 per

cent respectively. While only 19 per cent farmers of village Darbi possesses only DTH

connection at home. In contrast with DTH TV connection 72 per cent farmers of the village

possesses cable TV connection at home. Also no farmer was found to have both DTH &

Cable TV at home, which is 21 per cent in Jeevan Nagar & 09 per cent in Darbi.

Table 7

Awareness of DD Kisan Channel among the Farmers

Awareness of DD Kisan
Channel

Name of the Villages

DARBI

ODHAN

JEEVAN
NAGAR

Total
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Aware 79 14 34 127 (42.33)

Unaware 21 86 66 173 (57.67)

Total 100 100 100 300
(100.00)

The above table unfolds the detail about the awareness level of the farmers about DD Kisan
channel. The channel is accessible to all the farmers who are aware about the same. The
researcher found that 57.67 per cent farmers are unaware about the channel and only 42.33.
The educationally forward village among the three i.e. Darbi has been notified very positive
about the channel where 79 out of 100 farmers (79 per cent) are aware about the channel and
only 21 per cent lack awareness to the same. In Jeevan Nagar only 34 per cent farmers are
aware and 66 per cent responded that they haven’t heard about DD Kisan channel before the
survey of the study. The dire situation has been seen in Odhan village about DD Kisan
channel where 86 per cent farmers are not aware about it and only 14 per cent are familiar

with DD Kisan channel.

Awareness of DD Kisan Channel among the
Farmers

Aware B Unaware

127
(42.33%)

Darbi 79%
Odhan 14%
Jeevan Nagar 66%

Total number of Farmers 300

Table 8

Viewership of DD Kisan Channel among Farmers

Viewership per | Name of the Villages Total

40
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day of DD JEEVAN

Kisan Channel PARBI ODHAN NAGAR

0-30 minutes 40 07 14 061 (20.33)
31-60 minutes | 08 00 03 011 (03.67)
61 & Above | gg 00 03 011 (03.67)
Un;W;re 21 86 66 173 (57.67)
Aware but Don’t | 23 07 14 044 (14.66)
Tojca’r 100 100 100 300 (100.00)

A serious situation has been seen in Odhan village about DD Kisan channel where 86 per

cent farmers are not aware about it and only 14 per cent, i.e. only 14 out of 100, are familiar

with it. Among these 14 only 07 farmers watch the channel for up to 30 minutes only. About

Jeevan Nagar only 34 out of 100 farmers were found aware about the channel, among these

14 farmers view less than 30 minutes. & among category of 30-60, and 60 & above minutes

viewership only 01 farmer each has accepted the viewership. But findings about village

Darbi is far better as 79 out of 100 (79%) farmers were found aware. Out of these 79 farmers

56 watch DD Kisan channel. Among these 40 watch up to 30 minutes & 08 each in the rest of

viewership categories as shown in the table.

Table 09

Category of favourite programmes among the farmers, broadcasted on DD Kisan

Name of the Villages
Category of the
JEEVAN Total
Programme DARBI ODHAN
NAGAR
Agriculture &
) 37 01 06 044 (14.67)
Animal Husbandry
Entertainment 16 06 11 033 (11.00)
Employment &
) 02 00 02 004 (01.33)
Skill Development
Others 01 00 01 002 (00.66)
Unaware 21 86 66 173 (57.67)
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Aware but Don’t

23 07 14 044 (14.67)
Watch
Total 100 100 100 300 (100.00)

The above table shows that the farmers of village Darbi are more enthusiastic about gaining
knowledge from the DD Kisan channel. Here 37 per cent respondents are watching the
programmes on agriculture and animal husbandry. But only 02 per cent farmers of village
Darbi and Jeevan Nagar are found as the viewers of these skill based rural programmes. More
efforts are required to promote these programmes as they could be a powerful tool in
promoting small scale industries which in result provides employment to the rural people.
Also farmers watching the channel have reported that they don’t have any constraints in

terms of understanding the programmes.

Category of Favourite Programmes, broadcasts on DD
Kisan, among the farmers

33

2 (0.67%)
(11.00%)

4(1.33%)

B Agriculture & Animal Husbandry
44(14.67%) M Entertainment

B Employement & Skill Development
B Others

B Unaware

44 (14.67%)
’ m Aware bt Don't Watch

Table 11

Utilisation of Information by farmers disseminated on DD Kisan chanel

o Name of the Villages
Utilisation of
) JEEVAN Total
Information DARBI ODHAN
NAGAR
Yes 41 04 03 048 (16.00)
No 15 03 17 035 (11.66)
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Unaware 21 86 66 173 (57.67)
Aware but Don’t | 53 07 14 044 (14.67)
\Alntnh

Total 100 100 100 300 (100.00)

Some farmers have utilised the information disseminated on DD Kisan and have found the
information fruitful in terms planting seeds, quantity of Urea to be used and animal
husbandry. From Jeevan Nagar 01 farmer from the selected sample reveals that as per the
information received from DD Kisan regarding planting seeds of vegetables delay by 20-25
days from natural time has increased his vegetable production by 20 per cent and the less
quantity of Urea has been used by him from last year. Among the farmers, who have utilised
information disseminated through DD Kisan channel, have accepted that they are keen to
know about prices, seeds, pesticides, fertilisers and animal husbandry. Some also shared that
they have urge to discuss the information with ADO or any Agri Scientist but they have no
feedback from other side.

Limitations of the Study:

This study is entirely an academic study. Limited funds and constraints of time were the main
limitations of the study. Therefore only one village was opted from each of three out of seven
blocks of the Sirsa district. During observations respondents, who hadn’t utilised the
information yet, revealed that by the time they got to know about DD Kisan channel, the
sowing time period of the concerned crop was over but they were excited to adopt and
experiment in their small part of land first in future and if found fruitful will do at large.
Conclusion:

Launching of DD Kisan channel is an impressive step by the Govt. of India. Farmers are very
enthusiastic about it and have feeling of belongingness with great proud. Some farmers have
utilised the broadcasted information and have found it fruitful in terms of sowing seeds,
quantity of urea to be used etc. But 57.67 per cent of the sampled farmers are still not aware
about the channel itself whereas 14.66 per cent farmers are not watching the channel even
though they are well aware about it. 27.66 per cent farmers are utilising the various types of
information disseminated by the channel. During interaction with the farmers, a feeling of
animosity regarding brand ambassador of the channel has been observed. Farmers believe
that an agricultural expert rather than Mr. Amitabh Bachchan should be given that honour.

Also they are enthusiastic to have more programmes on upgraded seeds, pesticides, urea and
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advanced technology of farming etc. To enhance the TRP, DD Kisan channel should actively
involve Krishi Gyan Kendra & Panchayati Raj Institutions for getting farmers’ feedback. It
has also been observed that channel also needs to be advertised at large scale through Folk
Media as well, so that each and every farmer can take the advantage of the channel to make
DD Kisan Bharat ki Shaan.
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